
JDC standfirst 12pt JDC standfirst BOLD 16pt

JDC standfirst 14pt JDC standfirst BOLD 14pt
The Research Focus section of the Australian Journal of Dementia Care aims to keep readers up to date with the fast expanding field of social, psychological and nursing research
in dementia care. By this we mean every aspect of person-to-person communication, nursing and care practice and organisation, and the influence of all aspects of the
environment. The aim is to provide a channel of two-way communication between researchers and practitioners, to ensure that research findings influence practice and that
practitioners� concerns are fed into the research agenda. We would like to hear from you, specifically with:
n notice of the publication (recent or imminent) of peer reviewed papers with practical relevance to dementia care;
n  research reports available for interested readers;
n  requests or offers for sharing information and experience in particular fields of interest.

This section aims to provide a channel of two-way communication between researchers and practitioners in the expanding field of social,
psychological and nursing research in dementia care, including all aspects of nursing and care practice, communication and the environment.

In Australian residential aged care, 50 incidents of sexual violence occur each week, with those involving
people with dementia sometimes inappropriately deemed as consensual by staff and other residents.
Amelia Grossi, Daisy Smith, Meg Wright and Joseph Ibrahim discuss this complex issue and the
new online course they�ve developed for aged care nurses on how to prevent, respond to and manage
unwanted sexual behaviour

*Footnote: This was asked about all incidents at an aggregate level and was not
captured at an individual incident level. For example, if a service reported five
incidents, the data collected cannot discern whether the same resident was
involved in all five incidents or that the same resident was involved in two incidents
and the remaining three incidents involved different residents. Data for this =
123/178 RACS providers reported two or more �Type 1� incidents, of which
97/123 (78.9%) indicated the same resident was involved, whilst 60/178 (33.7%)
reported seven or more incidents of which all involved the same resident.



Research highlights that older survivors may suffer long-term 
serious mental and physical health problems after being sexually 
assaulted. Stock image: rawpixel.com/www.freekpik.com  
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Online short course: �Preventing Unwanted 
Sexual Behaviour in Aged Care�

Purpose and audience 

This short education course, developed by our 
team at the Health Law and Ageing Research 
Unit, Monash University, is specifically designed 
for aged care nurses to develop the skills and 
confidence to prevent and manage incidents of 
unwanted sexual behaviour within a best 
practice approach. 

Course structure 
� Defining Unwanted Sexual Behaviour 
� Identifying Characteristics of Unwanted Sexual 

Behaviour 
� Detection, Management and Support for 

Residents Around Incidents of Unwanted 
Sexual Behaviour 

� Managing Resident Exhibitors and Prevention 
Strategies of Unwanted Sexual Behaviour 

� Handling and Disclosing Information 
Concerning Unwanted Sexual Behaviour 

� Case Study Module 
� Optional: 1-hour Zoom expert panel 

discussion and Discussion Forum. 

Content delivery 
The online course is interactive and self-guided. 
It requires six hours of study over a three-week 
period, enabling study at a time and pace that is 
convenient to individual needs. Content is built 
and designed with the award-winning program 
Articulate 360.  

Enrolment and inquiries 
The cost is $389 (including GST). For all inquiries, 
email daisy.smith@monash.edu or complete an 
expression of interest at https://bit.ly/Preventing-
unwanted-sexual-behaviour-short-course


